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(From the Universalist Miscellany. ) 
The Argument from the Bible, for Capital Punishment, 
BY REV. H. BALLOU, 2D. 

‘* Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shal! his blood 
be shed.’’—Gen, ix. 6. 

If we mistake not, the chief argument new used 
for Capital Punishment, is on the ground that the 
Scriptures require it. And we think that the 
passage at the head of this article, is the one 
which, more than all others, is relied on to sus- 
tain that position, Here, it is said, is God’s own 
command, delivered to Noah, long before the in- 
stitution of the law of Moses, that ‘‘ Whoso shed- 
deth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed,” 
—it shall be shed; we have no liberty to alter the 
penalty. Even were we disposed to change it | 
into some other form, it is argued that we are not 
allowed to do it; for the Almighty has here fixed 
the punishment, declaring it shall be death, and 
commanded us to see it executed, leaving us 
no choice in the matter, unless we choose to dis- 
obey him and set his law at defiance. 

Prejudice out of the way, nothing would seem 
plainer, at the first glance, than that this interpre- 
tation of the passage is overstrained. And, on a 
little further consideration, we shall find it to be 
one of the sheerest blunders that headlong zeal 
ever fell into; involving a curious confusion of 
ideas, without any perception of the point that 
bears on the question at issue. The fact is, peo- 
ple have been alarmed at the proposal to change 
the old mode of punishment, and have acted as 
they commonly do when startled,—laid about 
them, in their hurry, for the first weapon at hand, 
without examining what it was, or which way it 
pointed. . It will be eur object, in one part of 
these remarks, to expose the oversight in the ar- 
gument referred to, 

But before we proceed to this, it may be vell 
to distinguish precisely where it is that the weight 
of scriptural authority for Capital Punishment 
appears to rest in people’s minds. We will begin 
by observing that every body, acquainted with 
the Bible, knows that God did enact Capital Pun- 
ishments for certain offences, under the Old Tes- 
tament dispensation. For instance, one of the 
statutes in the Mosaic code is this: He that smit- 
teth a man so that he die, he shall surely be put 
to death. But, then, the penalty was by no means 
confined to murder; it was affixed to a great 
many other offences, which nobody now thinks of 
punishing with death. Another statute of the 
same code, was, He that stealeth a man, and sell- 
eth him, or if he be found in his hands, shall 
surely be put to death: a law which we believe is 
laid aside in some parts of our country, and ano- 
ther rule introduced, viz, that he who tries to res- 
cue the stolen man out of his master’s grasp, shall 
be put to death. Again: if one cursed his father 
or mother, he was to be put to death; ail witches 
were to be putto death, as was the practice in 
Salem; if any one consulted a wizard, or fortune- 
teller, he was to be put death; if any one did 
any work on the Sabbath, or Saturday, even so 
much as to pick sticks to kindle a fire, he was to 
be put to death; if one spoke blasphemy be was| 
put to death; whoso ate the flesh of fowl or beast 
while there was blood in it, was to be put to death. 

But, then, no intelligent person of any party, 
supposes that these Mosaic statutes have arything 
to do with Capital Punishments in our day. And 
we ought, in jnstice, to add, that no intelligent 

advocate even of the penalty in question, ever 
appeals to those laws, in its support. It is_possi- 
ble, indeed, that some of th emore ignorant parti- 
zans and violent demagogues make use of them 





as authorities for the grceeet time. What we 
meas, is, that no well-informed and candid man 








ever does. All such leave the Mosaic penalties 
wholly out of the case, for the two following rea- 
sons: 1, Those laws were never binding on any 
nation except the Jews; nor even on them after 
the coming of Christ. 2. Were we to admit them 
as authoritative now, every body sees it would 
bring us into a sad dilemma at once. We should 
not only have to punish murder with death; we 
should have to hunt out all our witches, and hang 
them, together with all who consult fortune-tellers, 
and many of our slaveholders, and all who kindle 
fires in their houses, or to do any work, on Satur- 
day. Nor could we stop here. Admit the present 
authority of that code, and we should have to 
practice circumcision, observe new moons, offer 
sacrifices,—in short, become Jews, and give up 
Christianity. These are the reasons why no sen- 
sible and honest man, even among the advocates 
of Capital Punishment, ever goes to the laws of 
Moses for support. 

It isto the passage we have named that they 
look. This is the corner-stone of their argument 
from the Bible. If it be asked, what this passage 
has to do with us, at the present day, more than 
have the Mosaic laws, we are told to mark this 
one circumstance, viz. that it does not belong to 
the code of Moses, which was intended only for 
the Jews. Verytruve. We acknowledge it does, 
indeed, stand on different ground, in this respect. 
It was given nearly a thousand years before the 
age of Moses, and was addressed immediately to 
Noah and his family, when they came out of the 
ark to re-people the earth. And on this account, 
we are told, it must have been intended for Noah’s 
posterity, for all mankind, as much as for himself. 
We do not know on what grounds it is alleged 
that what was said to Noah and his family, was 
also said to all mankind, in all ages. We only 
state that this is what people are pleased to al- 
lege, with great positiveness, though without any 
authority that we have ever heard of. Other 
communications were made to Noah and his fami- 
ly, that nobody pretends relate to us; and it might 
be well to prove. the relevaney, in the present 
case, before asserting it. But let this pass; sup- 
pose the assumption valid. 


Well, then, it is said, here is the rule given us: 
the murderer shall be put to death. Prove that 
Capital Punishment is barbarous; prove that it is 
unnecessary to the safety of society, now; prove 
that it does more harm than good; that every 
State, which has made the trial, has found that a 
substitute answers the purpose much better; and 
still the reply to all our arguments, is, Yes, but| 
here is God’s express command. It is not for us 
to judge what is proper in the case; he has de- 
termined it for us. Here, then, it would seem, 
our way is completely blocked up. According to 
this plea, we must not change the law for hang- 
ing, let it appear to us ever so useless, ever so 
barbarous under present circumstances, ever so 
hurtful. 

We have one or two questions to ask about this 
strange plea. We would say to the advocate, 
Friend, do we understand you, that this passsage 
is a positive command that the penalty of death 
shall be incorporated in our civil laws? Yes;— 
that it shall be maintained by our State govern- 
ment? Yes. Will you come forward and just 
show us the words, in this passage, that mention 
the civil law, or the public government of this 
State, or any State under heaven? We have not 


been able to find them, here. You are a consci- 
entious adherent to the very letter, especially to 
that auxiliary “shall”; you rigorously strain the 
verbal form to the utmost tension it will bear; 
now, will you, who dare not go beyond the letter, 





place your fingers on the words, here, which say 


that the civil law, or the government, or some- 
thing tantamount, shall put the murderer to death? 
If this is not the tenor of the command, it has 
nothing to do with the matter before us, explain it 
how you will. For you must observe that the 
question respects only our public laws and State- 
action, not individuals, What we are trying to 
do is, to get the government to remove the penal- 
ty of death from its statute-book; and you reply, 
that this passage forbids it todo so. We think 
you know not what you are talking of. 


It may be answered, however, that the passage 
is, at all events, a command to shed the blood of a 
murderer. A command! to whom? Not to gov- 
ernments and bodies-politic; for there were no 
such organizations when Noah came out of the 
ark. If it is really a command, of perpetual au- 
thority, it is to you, as an individual, and to me 
as an individual, and to every man aad woman as 
an individual. In that case, if I know that any 
body has shed another’s blood, I must go and shed 
his blood. No government under heaven can 
obey God’s command in my stead; 1 must do it 
for myself. Suppose we should treat any other 
command of God in the way the arguers for 
Capital Punishment propose to treat this com- 
mand, as they call it; that is, not to obey it our- 
selves, as individuals, but to appoint the govern- 
ment-officers to observe it for us. There is the 
first and great command. Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thine heart. Would it be 
proper to say, We will not do this, as individuals; 
that is not necessary; but we will obtain a law in 
our Legislature, and have the sheriffs and suita- 
ble officers meet occasionally, in solemn proces- 
sion, and do this work for us, while we attend to 
other business. And so, with the rest of the di- 
vine precepts. 

We do not recollect a grosser blunder, than 
has been made in the application of this passage, 
even admitting it to be a command, aad to relate 
to all mankind, in all ages, and in every degree of 
civilization. But, then, the absurdities in which, 
as we have just seen, this admission would involve 
us, show that it is not such acommand. Nothing 
is plainer, than that we must interpret it as” we 
interpret similar forms of expression in other 
places. In the 6th chapter of this book, the 
Lord said, just before the flood, ‘‘ My spirit shall 
not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh; yet his days shall be an hundred and twen- 
ty years.” Does any body take this latter clause 
as a command? or simply a declaration of what 
was tobe fora time. in the directions given to 
Noah, preparatory to his entering the ark with 
other living creatures, the Lord’told him, ‘* Take 
thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 
shalt gather it unto thee; and it shall be food for 
thee, and for them.” Is this last. clause strictly a 
command? or, simply, a provisibnal arrangement, 
to be used or neglected, as circumstances might 
require. After the flood, when the descendants 
of Noah began to build the tower of Babel, the 
Lord said, ‘‘Behold this people is one, aad they 
have all one language; and this they begin to do, 
and ‘now nothing will be restrained from them, 
which they have imagined to do.” Is this q posi- 
tive command that nothing, of all which they had 
imagined, should be withheld from them? ‘It 
would, however, be an endless task to collect the 
passages in which this form of language is used, 
sometimes indeed as a command, but oftener as’ a 
declaration of what was to be, either as a matter 
of approval, indifference, or offence. The réead- 
er’s recollection will supply, from every part'of 
the Bible, examples enough for illustration. 

We will now turn again to this’ passage in ques- 
tion, and take it with its context, which ‘begitrs 
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thus: “ And God blessed Noah and his sons, and 
said unto them, Be fruitful, and)multiply) and\re+ 
plenish the earth. [Is this a command fo govern- 
ments? Is it indeed a posilive command even to 
individuals, such is not to be accommodates to 
circumstances?] And the fear of you, and the 
dread of you, shall be upon every beast of the 
earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all 
that moveth upon the earth, and upon the fishes 
‘of the sea; into your hand are they delivered. 
[Is this a command? or only a mention of what 
would be the state of things.} Every moving 
thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as 
the green herb have I given you allthings. [Does | 
this mean that the civil government shall eat up| 
every living thing? or compel the people to it, | 
Grahamism notwithstanding?] But the flesh with | 
the life thereof, shall ye not eat. [Is this a com- 
mand to governments, or even to individual of the 
present day?] And surely your blood of your 
lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will 
I require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand 
of every man’s brother will [ require the life of 
man; whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall 
his blood be shed, for in the image of God made | 
he man. [Has the government any part assigned 
to it here? Is every beast still amenable to this 
law?] And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; 
bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply 
therein.” 

Such is the context. ‘The mere reading of it is 
enough to satisfy every man, who has no prepos- 
sessions, that the paragraph is partly a declara- 
tion, to Noah and his sons, of the state of things 
that would succeed, partly injunctions adapted to 
their condition at that time, without reference to 
after ages, partly encouragements to see A 
restrictions on their destructive passions. ‘We 
see, at once, that it has nothing to do with our 
civil governments, nor with the penalties on our 
statute-books. 
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Curious Sentences. 

“ It would be curious could we know the ming- 
led emotions that swayed the crowd which rolled 
up around Jesus, following him—as the tides 
obey the moon—wherever he went; curious to 
see how faces looked doubtful at first as he began 
to speak at or Tabor Genesareth, Capernaum or 
Gischola, then how the countenance of some 
lowered and grew black with thunder suppressed 
but cherished, while the face of others shone as a 
branch of stars seen through some disparted cloud 
in a night of fitful storms—a moment seen and 
then withdrawn. It were curious to see how 
gradually wany discordant feelings, prejudice and 
pride were hushed before the tide of melodious 
religion he pointed out around him, baptizing 
anew saint and sinner, and old and young, into 
one brotherhood of a common soul, into one im- 
mortal service of ‘the universal God; to see how 
the young Hebrew maid, deep-hearted, sensitive, 
enthusiastic, sel{-renouncing, intuitive of heaven- 
ly truth, rich as a young vine, with clustering af- 
fections just purpling into ripeness,—how she 
seized first, and all at once, the fair Ideal, and 
with a generous bosom confidingly embraced too; 
how that old man, gray-haired, with baldness on 
his head, full of precepts and precedents, the 
jove of his fathers, the experience of a hard life, 
logical, slow, calculating, distrustful, remember- 
ing much and fearing much, but hoping little, 
cenfiding only in the fixed, his reverence for the 
past deepening as he himself become of less use, 
—to see how he received the glad inspirations of 
the joiner’s son, and wondering felt his youth 
steal slowly back upon his heart, receiving as- 
pirations, long ago forgot, and then the crimson 
tide of early hope come gushing, tingling on 
through every limb; to see how the young man, 
halting between Principle and Passion, not yet 
petrified into worldliness, but struggling, uncer- 
tain, half-reluctant, with those two serpents, Cas- 
tom and Desire, that beautifully twined about his 
arms and breast and neck, their wormy folds, con- 


cealing underneath their burnished scales the 





dengon’s awful strength, the viper’s poison fang 
poor 


youth caressing their smoking crests, 


and toying with their tongues of flame—to see 
how be slowly, reluctantly ,;amid great question- 
ings of heart, drank in the words of truth—and 
then obedient to the angel in heart, shook off, as 
ropes of sand, that hideous coil and trod the ser- 
pents underneath his feet. All this, it were curi- 
ous, ay, instructive too could we but see.” 

«The Religionists, the sects, the standard lead- 
ers rejected him, (Jews) condemned and slew him 
at the last, hanging his body on a tree, Poor 
priests of the people, they hoped thereby to stifle 
that awful soul! they only stilled the body; that 
soul spoke with a’ thousand tongues, So in the 
times of old when the Saturnian day began to 
dawn, it might be fabled that the old Titanic race 
lovers of darkness and haters of light—essayed | 
to bar the rising morning from the world, and so} 
heaped Pelion on Ossay, and Olympus on Pelion; 
but first the day sent up his crimson flush upon the 
cloud—and then his saffron tinge—and next the 
sun came piercing o’er the loftiest height, magni- 
ficently fair—and down the mountain’s slanting 
ridge poured the intolerable day; meanwhile | 
those tripple hills, laboriously piled, came top-| 
pling, tumbling down, with lumbering crash, and 
underneath their ruin hid the hapless giant’s 
grave. So was it with men that sat in Moses’s 
seat.” (Parker. 


(Original.) 
Preaching for Money! 

I have been often accused, and so have others, 
of preaching for money. I deny the charge. It 
is not true that I preach for money. I believe 
that there are many others who do not. I do not 
know but what there are some who do preach for 
money. This is not for meto say. Neither is it 
for any other one to say it. But what are we 
to understand by the phrase, ‘‘preaching for mo- 
ney?” Itis this. Making money the main object 
—and were it not for the dollars and cents we 
receive, we should cease preaching. In other 
words—we have a desire to lay up wealth—we 
want to get property—and could we not get it easi- 
er and faster by way of preaching than any other, 
we should cease to preach—and go into some 
other business. Now this isthe judgment meeted 
out to us by others. For. one, I say it is false 
judgment. Itis truethat we preach. But why 
do we preach? in perference to anything else, 
is the question at issue. I am ready to admit that 





if we could not get a living by preaching, we| 
should have to quit, and do that which would give | 
us a support, 

To say that we can get along easier by preach- | 
ing is a wide mistake—or else the accuser knows 
nothing about ease. To say that we can get proper- 
ty faster by preaching, than in any other employ- 
ment, is not true, and if the accuser only knew 
our necessary expenses he would take back the 
charge. It is a fact that a preacher, to keep up 
with the times, cannot lay out so much with a sal- 
ary of three hundred and fifty dollars—as a man 
can to hire out as a farmer, or mechanic, at 10 
or 12 dollars per month. The former must follow 
the taste of his supporters—the latter can do as 
he pleases. I preach in perference to anything 
else, because I feel it a duty—and it is more con- 
genial with my taste and feelings. Give mea 
living, and it is all Task. I wish not for money 
only to support me. Withhold not the means to) 
support me—I ask nomore. But, when my health! 
fails, I want the same kind support that I had in 
my best days. 

The man who is eternally finding fault with the 
clergy, and telling what easy lives they live, and 
that they preach for money has the sympathy of 
our whole fraternity. We pray for him—we pray 
that his mind may be enlightened and his heart 
enlarged—for we have generally found them a 
cold hearted—selfish set of beings, in the shape 
of men. Whether clergymen labor harder than 
other men, or not, is a question to be setiled. But 
it is true, that no class in community have to 
economize so much, or struggle so hard for a live- 
libood. They must work with their minds if they 
are faithful. He who is against us can never 





prosper—and the man who will scorn at an hon- 


est, humble, and candid clergyman, ought to re- 
ceive the frownand indignation of the whole com- 
munity. He is to be pitied. He ought to be 
taught the first lessons of the Christian alphabet, 
and learn that we have hearts like othermen. As 
Christians, it is your duty to respect and give the 
clergy a good support—and not cheat them out 
of their honest dues. If you do not pay what 
you promise, you ought not to grumble if you do 
not get what is your dues of them. 

I will venture to say that nine-tenths of all the 
preachers in this state, do not preach for money. 
And that money is not their main object in the: 
ministry. Although I say it, yet 1 challenge 
proof to the contrary, We believe it is wrong 
for us to oppress or deceive the people. We be- 


lieve it is equally wrong for the people to disre- 
spect us—and heap upon us infamy, hecause some 
professions — 


few have proved recreant to their 
unworthy ministers. 
I will add no more at this time. May God bless 
you, and bless those who wil! not bless us. 
A Preacuer. 


( QGriginal.) 
Our Cause in Chelsea. 

Mr. Epiror,—Dear Sir:—A few words relative 
to our spiritual prosperity, may not be uninterest- 
ing to you. Itis so long since anything from 
here has been noticed, that I almost fear you and 
your many readers, may think that we are entire- 
ly enveloped in the dark folds of Partialism; but 
such is not the case. 

Under the kind and judicious care of Br. S. 
C. Eaton, we are gaining slowly but surely in the 
great cause of universal good. Br. E. has done 
much, everything for the cause here, since he has 
been among us, May he be blessed and reward- 
ed according to his works. 

Yesterday Br. Gregory was here, who gave us 
a lecture upon Capital Punishment, and I wish 
every friend of the gallows could have heard him. 
Oh, when will men learn mercy, and seek to im- 
prove the condition of down trodden humanity! On 
one of Br. G.’s sermons, I must say a few words. 
The subject was, “‘ whois my neighbor?” such 
sermons as this, are rarely heard from our pul- 
pits; they come as angel's visits, but now and 
then, to teach and cheer men on in this variable 
life. It was like heaven’s dew upon earth’s with- 
ered flowers. May Br. G.’s physical vigor long 
continue adequate to his present spiritual fervor. 

Yours, &c. M. J. 

Chelsea, Jaly 28, 1845. 


een ree Sa eae aan” 


( Original.) 
The Christian. 

As the lark when the day begins to dawn as- 
cends on airy wings, scales along the shores of 
ether, and darts like lightning through the sky; 
at eve gently descends and reclines upon its downy 
nest, so the Christian ere the dappled east shal! 
blaze with the glittering sunbeams; or the rosy 
morn comes hastening on; or the groves begin to 
echo with the caroling of their songsters, mounts 
on the dazzling wings of an angel, brighter than 
a crown sprinkled with ten thousand gems, bright- 
erthan the diamond burning in the mine; yea, 
more beautiful than ‘apples of gold in pictures 
of silver.” He soars aloft; ranges the shores of 
the eternal city; walks its golden streets, and 
basks in the sunshine of perfect bliss, 


And when the sun 
His course has run, 


he returns with his welcomed pilot. And, he re- 
turns happy. His affections are coucentrated 
in the love of God. His feelings are calm and 
serene; and there is nought to disturb his happi- 
ness. -He lies down in sweet repose upon his 
downy pillow, within the embrace of that God, 
whose eye never sleeps,—whose ear is never with- 
held. Delightful is the condition of such a man. 
His soul is full of peace, joy and love. 
West Fairlee, July, 1845. A, B. 
A Coroner was called in Westfield the other day, 
upon a body found tied up in a bag, and drowned in 


the “raging cunal.” {t:was supposed to be a child, 
but on opening, a large tom cat rolled out! 
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The following was composed by Miss Delana F. Rich- 
ardson, a short time previous to her sudden demise. An 
appropriate obituary of this amiable and much beloved 
young lady, appeared in our paper of July 12. ‘: Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord; for they rest from 
their labors and their works do follow them.” A piece 
of poetry from the same pen will appear soon.—Ep. 

« My Sister's Grave.” 


A FANCY SKETCH. } 


Twilight was approaching—the last rays of the 
departing sun gilded the distant eminences, and the 
rospect was indeed beautiful. It was that most de- 
‘ Fighttul of all seasons, when summer was gin 
calmly and gently to the influences of autumn, as 
sat by my half-raiged window gazing upon the al- 
most enchanting scenery, and meditating upon the | 
scenes which were alternately presenting themselves 
to my imagination—when a gentle rap at the door) 
roused me from my reveries. It was none other 
save the bearer of a letter from a sister, who was 
residing in one of those beautiful States which so 
eminently characterize the far West. In the morn-| 
ing of life she had bid adieu to the land of her na- 
tivity, and never since that melancholy morn bad I 
been permitted to see my sister—though a written 
message from her had oft-times met with a warm 
reception. And oft have I seen the tear of joy course 
silently down my parents’ cheeks,while perusing the | 
agreeable tidings of the prosperity of their daughter. 
But some few months had elapsed since we had hail- 
ed one of those messenger-birds; and we eagerly 
grasped the long leoked-for treasure. Imagination 
was busy portraying, in glowing colors, the welcome 
tidings. But, alas! adversity suddenly enveloped 
our mental horizon in a shroud of darkness,—for 
that beloved sister lay prostrate upon a bed of sick- | 
ness, and perchance of death. And ere the morrow’s | 
sun had attained the meridian we had commenced | 
our journey towards her residence, and were ascend- 
ing the rugged mountains of our native State. The 
scenery was beautiful; but the keen anguish which 
tortured our minds was a sufficient barrier to debar 
us from all happiness. We pursued our journey 
with alacrity; and ere one week, we had arrived at 
our place of destination. But, alas! the king of 
terrors had been there and completed his work of 
destruction. The feelings of that hour I will not 
attempt to describe. Language would be inadequate. 
None can realize them, save those who have drunk 
of the same bitter dregs from affiictivn’s cup. To 
have arrived and found a sister writhing in the ago- 
nies of death, would have been anguish in the ex- 
treme; but the awful reality that we were deprived 
even of a farewell gaze, was almost insupportable. 
‘That there she had suffered and died, without a sis- 
ter to hold her aching head—or a mother to smoothe 
down the dying pillow, and close her eyes in death; 
seemed such awful realities to me, that gladly would 
I have bid adieu to this vale of tears and sought a 
home with my departed sister. We repaired to her 
newly made grave; the scene was too much !—nature 
refused to perform her office; and gladly then would 
I never have been restored to a state of conscious- 
ness. Fain would I have had my remains deposited 
by my sister’s side, in that distant land, far away 
from friends and home, But Providence directed 
otherwise. I was restored toa state of conscious- 
ness, and gave myself up to the feelings which the 
time and the place excited,—and the place was con- 
genial with the sorrows of my heart. ‘The weeping 
willows and mournful breezes, sung a sad requiem 
for the departed;—and 1 almost fancied her emanci- 
pated spirit was about to descend from the celestial 
regions, to console that mourning group of parents 
and sister. I fancied I could hear those same sweet 
tones of her voice, in the lonely night-winds, and 
the soul cheering words fell upon my ear—* Weep 
not for ne—Look not upon death as a king of ter- 
rors, as a cruel monster—but us a cheerful messen- 
ger, deputed by heaven to liberate our weary souls 
from this dark prison-house of clay.” It gave us 
the consolation we needed. We almost imagined 
we were in the presence of superior beings. We 
gazed around. The gloomy clouds which a few 
moments before o’ercast the sky, had disappeared, 
Heaven’s celestial frontispiece was illuminated with 
its star-spang!ed banner, and all nature seemed to 
speak words of comfort. But the sweet illusion was 
but momentary! All the stern realities returned with 
two-fold vividness. We cast a long, lingering look 
at the cold, dark grave, and retraced our steps to 
our lodgings to seek refreshment and to reanimate 
our depressed spirits. But ‘‘narure’s sweet restorer” 
spread her balmy wings and fled from our presence, 
and refused us that repose which weary nature in- 
vited’ ‘That sister’s grave and the image of the de- 
parted, were constantly before us. The returning 
sun had already begun to deck the eastern horizon 





night-visions were even the most dreadful. 1 Jin- 


vered around this desolute scene some few aod 
bid it adieu! Never shall I forget the fa } 
at the depository of my sister’s remains. ‘T 
many months have elapsed since that awful event, it 
is as fresh in my memory as though it were but yes- 
terday,—and ever will remain, though never again 
permitted to gaze upon that oft thought of spot—My 
Sister’s Grave. Devana. 
Orange, Vt. 





( Oregmnal. ) 

The Convict. 
He stood upon the fatal drop. His brow 
Was deeply carved not by the hand of Time, 
But care and gorrow set their impress there. 
His eye was dim; his sunken, sallow cheek, 
But plainly spoke the sentiments within, 
Silent he stood, and stoically sad; 
For disma! days, and dreary, sleepless nights, 
Beneath a dungeon’s dark, damp, vaulted walls, 
Where ne’er a ray of sunlight e’er had been, 
Groaning beneath the weight of shackles boond, 
Made human life indifferent to him. 
Aye, more than that, he longed to lie him down 
And sleep the sleep of ‘+ dim forgetfulness *’— 
That sleep on earth which knows no waking hour. 
Sadly he gazed, yet seemed not to behold 
The thick’ning mass that gathered round to see, 
In agony, their fellow-man expire. 
Oh, heartless man! say, is it joy to view 
Thy erring brother’s dying agonies ? 
Oh, how perverted are the noble gifts 
That God and Nature kindly gave to thee! 
Thus would’st thou have thy brother do by thee?— 
Thus would’st thou feel his friendly sympathy ? 
Shame, shame to thee! and to that nation shame, 
That to revenge an erring brother’s crime, 
Commits a crime more heinous far than his! 
Would'st send thy missionaries far abroad 
‘T’enlighten heathen, and then do foul deeds, 
At which e’en they themselves with horror start? 
Oh blackening crime and inconsistency! 
Not once despised and coldly spurned by all 
Was he who stands before thee now condemned. 
Oh no, not always; fer he once had friends— 
Those who were proud to shake him by the hand. 
I called them friends, alas, it is not true, 
For they but falsely bore that sacred name. 
Such friends were they as sordid wealth can buy, 
Whose bosoms know no nobler ‘* beacon-fires,’’ 
For once with him they took the poison-cup; 
Loud rung their laugh round the convivial board, 
Where first he kindled those alluring fires, 
That sped him downward to the fatal goal. 
Reader, I need not tell to thee the tale; 
Short is the step from error’s path to crime; 
*T was thus with him; once drunk the baneful cup, 
His brain*‘stee ped high’’ with wine, he sat around 
The gambler’s board, when by a luckless move 
His all he lost. Enraged he drew a knife— 
A moment glittered and then gleamed no more, 
But reeking, dripped with his despoiler’s blood! 
*T was not the man—the poison did the deed. 
Thou know‘st the sequel. 


Severed now the cord, 
Down falls the pon’drous drop; the victim writhes 
In agonies of death—the eager crowd 
Behold, with fiendish joy, the hellish deed! 
Stowe, Vt. . W. M. P. 


sts FOAL. bo ab TN Ne 
( Original.) 
Reply to Br. Ford. 

Br. Battov,—In the last No. of the Watchman, | 
noticed a letter from Br. Ford, and 1 will not attempt 
a reply to'the spirit of the article, but rather to the 
letter—the facts of the case. In his fifth paragraph, 
there is an error which ought to be corrected. It is 
this:—*'The council of preachers and delegates, 
who voted, by a large majority, to hold the next 
meeting of the Convention at Derby Live, will un- 
derstand from the above paragraph, that what they 
did was not right.” 

Let me tell Br. F. that “a large majority ” of the 
preachers and delegates” of “the council,” did 
not vote in favor of meeting at ** Derby Line.” As 
an individual, I voted twice against having it go 
north—and the vote, both times, was about equally 
divided. But, finally, some of the: preachers and 
delegates from the south left the council, and then a 
vote was taken to meet at ‘ Derby Line.” And 1 
am very much inclined to think that, when the vote 
was taken, no one voted against it, for they knew 
that some were absent, and it was useless to vote. 
I think that no one south of the place where the 
“grr met, voted to have it adjourn at Derby 

ine, 

But it seems that Br. F. was not serious till he ar- 
rives at his sixth paragraph, and hence I will not re- 
ply to what is not written “ seriously.” I believe, 


and speak the sentiments of many, that the Conven- 
tion, properly speaking, belongs to the State of Ver- 
mont, and that in justice it ought not to meet north 











with a pgelion we, when | fell into an uneasy slum- 
ber. p did not erase the awful truth. The 


the Northern Association—it is too far north. Give 


us all an equal chance. If societies have increased 
in Canada » Why do they not form themselves 
into an Association, and not take from us what be- 
longs unto us by right? it was possible for me to 
attend the Convention this year, 1 would petition to 
have an Association set off by ourselves. Will not 
some one do it? I would review the first part of 
this letter, had not Br. F. given me to understand 
that he was not serious—and as it relates to the last 
part, I have only to say, that my o¥servations con- 
vince me that my brother has a little of the waking 
up spirit. Hope it is not all show, but a reality. 
Here, Br. F., take my hand, and when you write 
again, be serious, and perhaps we may meet again 
this side of the ** North Pole.” ‘Till then, adieu. 
Yours truly, N. C.H 
( Orrgmnal. ) 
Enjoyments of Adversity. 


Adversity, thou trier of the heart! 

Thou hast a cordial, though thou giv’st a smart; 
For though thy children grieve to see thy face, 
Thou’rt oft. but in disguise, a seraph’s grace. 
In blessings host, we learn to half adore 

A value in them found, unknown before. 

When sickness’ pale and wasted face is ours, 
We long for health, with all its blisstul powers! 
It then in fancy we more dearly prize, 

Than when its angel form’s before our eyes. 
And when shut out from cheerful scenes of life, 
From glowing emulation’s ardent strife ;— 

And when with enervation, prostrate all 

The restless schemes of bold ambition fall, 
Calm, simple things, more highly we enjoy, 
And then our nightly dreams can us employ; 
And then on every patient, meek delight 

We muse, with tender recollection bright. 

Such is our nature, that self-love endears 
Afflictions, once we relt, our cares and fears; 
And sorrows have these joys,—our bosoms burn, 
Expecting blessings lost are to return; 

And purer pleasure from such prospect springs, 
Than al! th’ emotions bright fruition brings. 


~~ 





So. Barre, Vt. I. W. Ww. 
“(From the U. 8. Journal.) 
My Home. 


My home is where the ocean’s surf 
Rolls glittering up the sunny shore; 
Where rivers bathe the flowery turf 
Or down the craggy mountain roar. 
My home is where the eagle spreads 
His wings for Heaven’s unbounded dome ; 
Where man in conscious freedom treads 
The soi! he proudly calla his own. 


My home is where the red man trod 
In ali his untaught majesty, 

Ere the lone Pilgrim look’d to God 
While on the wide and stormy sea. 

My home is where the pious band 

ith holy anthems fill’d the air, 

And by their prowess won the land 

From savage foes—my home is there. 


Where fi:eedom is man’s noblest dower, 
Where right gives might to every one; 
Where Liserty’s a beacon tower 
Whose flame is watched by sire and son. 
Where woman’s heart’s as warm as free, 
And man’s ne’er own’d u wish to roam; 
Where all hae thrive with liberty, 
Columbia! thou’rt the patriot’s home! 


Land of the free heart’s richest pride! 
The exile’s hope—the pilgrim’s home; 
Thy banner flutters far and wide, 
A rainbow o’er the ocean’s foam, 
Be ever free—be ever blest, 
Thy daughters virtuous and fair; 
While Freedom’s star shines o'er the west, 
I’ll proudly say—my home is there: 





Sbituary. 

In Barre, July 21,Ashley, son of Mr. Lester Tilden, 
aged six years. This child, so young in years, was 
the victim of that lingering disease, consumption. 
He suffered long; and for bim ‘to die was gain.” 
Yes, “gain,” for the tender care of parents could 
save him not—nor could the tender ties of a sister 
and brother’s love, hold him from the angel, Death. 
And amidst this affliction, may the mourning cirele 
experience the comforting sentiment of the poetess: 

« Know we not our loved one wingeth, 
Like a bird, his upward way ? 
Seeking Heaven’s young, happy children, 
In their midst a welcome guest— 
Even now, perchance, he leaneth 
On the Savior’s breast ;— 
And his lisping voice doth whisper 
‘Thanks that he hath called him home, 
Ere the tempter’s wiles had lured him 
From life’s narrow path to roam; 
Cherished by such love as never 
E’en a mother’s heart can know, 





of Montpelier, nor south of Ludlow. And so with 
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(Original) 

Essays on the Civil Law.—No. 10. 
BY REV. J. BAKER. 

REMEDIES CONSIDERED. 


"The consideration of evils, unless some remedy can 
be devised, is apt to sink into idle repiniag or useless 
scolding; hence it is necessary in the examination of 
wrongs, either public or private, that we should con- 
stantly aim et reform and meralimprevement. The 
evils.already alluded to, in former numbers, are a 
few of what we, as a peop are suffering, at an an- 
nual expense of two millions, together with a vast 
amount of misapplied talents; for misapplied tney 
are, when our most gifted young men find a profess- 
ion, whose business brings so many evils, to be the 
road 'to influence, wealth and public honors. This 
is easily proved when we see almost every honora- 
ble post, from the office of President of the United 
States down to justices of the peace, held by attor- 
neys. 

Ihe way that the writer views as the best means 
to remove tke evil, would be to abolish all laws for 
the forcible collection of debts, and make dishonesty 
a ertminal offence. ‘This would give the honor, held 
ky wealth, te meral uprightness, where it properly 
belongs, and give a new impulse, hitherto unknown 
to honesty; as every man who would wish to be 
trusted would find his character for truth and up- 
rightness an indispensable treasure. Rich vice would 
no longer be pampered at the expense of humble 
virtue. ‘Nor would thecreditor lose by this. He 
would trust no dishonest man, and hence be more 
secure in his interests than he is now, for no man 
can be often in law without losing more than he 
gains, even when he wins his suit. 

To ‘this view it is objected, that it would entirely 
ruin our credit system, as no man would trust oth- 
ers without some leyal security for payment., Hence 
the peor man could never get a credit even if his 
family were in a suffering condition. A little reflec- 
tion will, I think, satisfy the reader that this objec- 
tion is not well founded; for we now often see an 
honest laborer, who can obtain a credit to any rea- 
sonable amount, although his creditors well know 
that he has no property that may be attached for 
payment of his dues. This laborer finds it very im- 
portant to sustain his character for honesty, and so 
would the rest of community if honesty were made 
to all the true basis of trust. True, frauds would 
occur, but I think at the most no oftener than at pre- 
sent, besides the cheated man would not have to pay 
a long lawyer’s bill in addition to his toss of the debt. 
What is more promptly paid than a bet? No law 
compels it; and in fact the payment of illegal obli- 
gations is an argument in my favor. Man naturally 
is more willimg to do right if left free, so that he can 
have the honor of it, than he is if you use compul- 
sion and destroy his self-respect, and make him feel 
himself despicable in the eyes of others. 

It is objected again that this is a mere experiment, 
never having been tried im civilized society, and all 
experiments are dangerous. I answer, experiments 
are not dangerous when they cannot result in a worse 
condition than the evil we are now suffering. But 
it is a curious fact that the experiment has been once 
in operation in our own State. [t is well known that, 
during a certain period after the Revolution, Ver- 
mont was without any constitutional government, 
and formed no part of the Unien. ‘There was no 
proper judiciary except the sense of right and pub- 
lic opinion. Yet aged men who can remember that 

eriod, always speak of it as a very happy one. 

eople were united; and although war is confessed- 
ly demoralizing, yet dishonesty was uncommon. 
Hospitality and kindness abounded. Peace and qui- 
et reigned in every neighborhood.—Will we ever 
see such times again? If we do, will it be the fruit 
of law? Alas, for the day this truly happy system 
of freedom, so well calculated to encourage virtue, 
was abandoned for our present system of coercive, 
quibbling, plundering and exorbitant cost! The evil 
however can be easily remedied if the people will 
awake and gird themselves to the task. 

The evils complained of might, in part, be reme- 
died by compelling prosecutors to do, what they say 
they have done on the face of a writ—i. e. propose 
an honorable settlement. Many suits are the result 
of malice, revenge, and tyranny, by which the plain- 
tiff seeks to make the other suffer. Some board that 
should first examine the circumstances before a cred- 
itor could have the privilege of ruining his debtor, 
by seizing all his property, would be a mitigation of 
these cruelties, and give greater security than the 
poor new possess. In criminal matters, no man is 
brought to trial for a kigh offence till the grand jury 
hear the evidence against him, and permit the State, 
as it may be said, to commence a suit. If the State 
should be thus restricted, certainly individuals should 
not be allowed to force whom ar _ please into the 
defence of.an expensive: suit. f 


bec 
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one side, never allows the accused to 
accusers before them! ‘True, be has 

‘ ial, but if he then establishes his innocence, 
it must be at a great expense of time, anxiety and 
money; besides, unless a man’s character stands 
high even when he is acquitted, it isa lasting re- 
proach against him, that he has been tried for a crime. 
‘I'he really guilty so often get clear, that community 
are unjust to the innocent. For instance, A. is en- 
raged at B. because his testimony was against his 
interest in a lawsuit, or some other matter, and by 
partial witnesses gets him indicted for perjury, or 
some other crime; B. mast suffer all the suspicion 
of guilt till his trial comes on. Now I will suppose 
he establishes his innocence at once. Is he made 
whole? Who pays his expenses? and as ‘“ slander 
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on his boots,” who will clear his name from the in- 
jury it has received? Grand juries and all other 
tribunals should withhold judgment till both sides are 
heard. Such a tribunal might be useful, in civil 
matters, if each party might attend personally, with- 
out attorneys, and state his own case; otherwise it 
would make more business for lawyers, and conse- 
quently increase the already insupportable expenses 
of law. The power that any man with money. has, 
of forcing any person into the expense of a lawsuit, 
whether he be right or wrong is a grievious tyranny 
that ought te be removed. 2 

Under the existing state of things, I think, until 
the public are prepared to change the evil system 
that is now grinding community, no better plan can 
be hit upon than such as has been put in operation 
at Stowe, and establish Anti-going-to-Law Societies. 
Let them be encouraged; and let the question be 
fully discussed, Is our civil law a blessing, or a curse? 
I hope to soon hear more from that society, and per- 
haps visit them personally. An exposition of their 
operations published abroad may encourage many 
others to ‘* go and do likewise.” 


I now bring these essays to aclose. The subject 
is far from being exhausted; and in fact it is but 
commenced, I hope, however, these numbers will 
be the means of bringing other and abler writers 
into the field, and set talents at work that will not be 
discouraged till the evil is removed. 

( Original. ) 
Lebanon Institute—Fall Term. 


Lebanon, July 28th 1845, 

Br. Battov,—Will you permit me, through the 
columns of your.paper, to say a few words to the 
former patrons of the Lebanon Liberal Institute,and 
to the public 
the school? I will not occupy much space, but I de- 
sire to apprise those that have heretofore patronized 
us, that the school is once more under its former 
teachers; and that, should any of my former pupils 
return in the fall, they will find me at my post, rea- 
dy, as I trust I always have been, to 7 no pains 
in doing well by ail under my care. ‘The term will 
commence on Wednesday, August 27th, and contia- 
ue eleven weeks. ‘Those who knew the school when 
Miss R. E. Tenney had charge of the female de- 
partment, will be highly pleased to learn that she is 
engaged to resume her former station. ‘lo pupils 
who have been under our charge, and to parents 
who have hitherto entrusted their children to us, | 
need say nothing more than that we are ready, with 
health and strength renewed by a long relaxation, to 
do better by the school than we ever yet have done. 

We hope that our friends will continue to patron- 
ize us, as they have heretofore. To those who are 
strangers to the school, I would say that we mean to 
sustain and to deserve as high a reputation as any 
school in the country. Our village is one of the 
pleasantest in New England,—the school is conduct- 
ed on the most liberal principles, under the special 
patronage of Universalists,—board can be had on 
reasonable terms,—reoms can be preeured at low 
rates for those who wish to board themselves,—the 
people of the-village will do all in their power to se- 
cure the enjoyment of the scholars—and the teach- 
ers will labor with unwearied zeal to promote their 
moral and intellectual advancement. ‘The course 
instruction will be thorough, embracing all branches 
usually taught in Academies, and accompanied by 
lectures on Natural Philosophy and Chemistry illus- 
trated by appropriate experiments. 

We shall presume on our long experience and 
great success in teaching enough to say, that no in- 
stitution helds out greater inducements for patron- 
age than the Lebanon Liberal Institute; and we feel 
sure that men of liberal notiens, in regard to what 
education ought to be, will, as they have heretofore 
to a considerable extent, lend it their influence by 
making their children pupils in its halls. The pros- 

ig favorable foria very large -school, it is 





Giotly. desirable that all should be present on the 


will travel an hundred miles while truth is drawing | ¥ 
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branches, $3,00 
“ 16 8. 


50 
Languages—Latin, Greek, or French, 4,00 
No term bill will be made ont fer less than half a 
term. Very particular attention will be paid to such 
as intend to teach, as we are determined to send out 
none but first rate instructors from our school. 
Jj. C. C. HOSKINS. 
Principal of L. L. Institute. 
(Original.) 
Obituary, 
iBr. Batiov,—I have been requested to send yo: 
a-notice of the death of Miss Soturonia GRANGER 
of this place. She died on the 2d of July, aged 2 
ears. In this dispensation of Providence, our littl 
‘sisterhood of faith”? has been deprived of one o 


its most valued members. Her religion was of « 
kind that showed itself more in deeds than words, 
and her charities and ministrations at the bed of 
sickness, will long be remembered, by the poor and 
afflicted. Though kind and charitable to all, yetshe 
hesitated not in giving her influence to a cause, 
which, in this region especially, is yt! where spo- 
ken against; still she was beloved by all who knew 
her, and those who knew her best, loved her most. 
Her sickness was short but severe;and much of the 
time she was somewhat bewildered in mind, yet she 
manifested no'fear of death, and during her more 
lucid intervals, expressed a willingness-either to die 
or live, and a desire that the Lord’s will might be 
done. 
Though death hath thus rudely entered a family 
circle which had hitherto remained unbroken, and 
taken one of its most cherished members, yet her 
friends mourn not as those who have no hope, being 
well assured that their loss:is her gain. . 
While gazing upon the liteless remains of my 
young friend, the following thoughts passed through 
oy mind, which I have written, in simple verse, and 
offer as an unworthy tribute to departed worth. 
Sister, beloved, Farewell! 

Hushed is thy voice, which once we loved to hear, 
And broken is the spell 

Which thrilled our hearts with joy, when thou wert near. 
And art thou near us still ? 

Is yon pale clay e’en yet thy spirit’s home? 
Alas! an iey chill 

Teo plainly tells, that what we loved is gone; 
Yet lovely still thou art, 

Clad in thy robe of death, so pure and ‘fair, 
And on thy pulseless heart 

The snow-white rose, a sister’s hand placed:there. 
O can it—can it be, 

That we no more, in the dear social band 
Shall meet and welcome thee, 

And feel the pressure of thy friendly hand! 
How shall we miss thee, where 

A few devoted hearts are wont to meet, 
For sacred praise and prayer— 

No more, with us, thou’lt sit at Jesus’ feet. 
But more, pr ay more 

Wilt thou be miss’d beside the couch of pain. 
Thy work of love is o'er, 

Thou ne’er may’st soothe the aching heart again, 
No more thy smile of love, 

Will lighten up the dear paternal home; 
Thy home is now above, 

There, with pure sister spirits, thou dost roam. 
And shall we mourn for thee, 

Since all thy mortal sufferings are past ? 
Thy spirit, pure and (ree, 

Hath sought and found its native heaven, at last. 
As fitly might we mourn 

For the caged bird that breaks its wiry cell, 
And, on light: pinions borne, 

Soars far away, singing o’er hill and dell. 
Yet, must we sometimes weep; 

From our full hearts, will sometimes burst the sigh, 
Affection cannot sleep, 

And sorrow’s fountains may not quickly dry; 
But, ‘* there is joy in grief, 

When peace dwells in the bosom of the sad,”” 
Hope comes to our relief, 

And bids our mourning hearts again be glad. 
Sophronia—fare thee well, 

We yield thee to our Heavenly Father’s care, 
‘** He doeth all things well’’; 

And He will teach our hearts, their grief to vk 








Evans’ Mills, N. Y., July, 1845. 
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The End of our Being. 


The end of our being is to educate, bring out, and 
perfect the divine principles of our nature. We 
were made and are upheld in Jife for this as our great 
end, that we may be true to the principle .of duty 
within us; that we may put down ail desire and ap- 
me beneath the inward law; that we enthrone 
God, the infinitely perfect Father, in our souls; that 
we count all things as dross, in comparisor ‘ith 
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eanetit of heart and lifes that we may hunger and 
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thirst for dai that we may 

seek for and communicate truth; that disia- 
terested love on! impartial justice may triumph over 
every motion o selfish ess and every tendency to 
wrong doing; in a word, that our whole lives, labors, 


and conversation may express and strengthen rever- 
ence for ourselves, for our fellow creatures, and 
above all, for God. Such is the for which we 
are made; and in order to this triumph of virtuous 
and religious principles, we_ are opposed by tempta- 
tion, hardship and pain. ITs suffering, then, incon- 


sistent with God’s love? —Channing. 








For the Young Fotks. 


Profanity. 





Spoken at the recent Sunday School Exhibition, at 
East Boston. 


What character in society is more to be despised 
and shunned by all, than the | ea ov swearer? Who 
can look apon that person who taketh the name ay 
the Lord God in vain, with complacency, or with 
respect? Point me to the man who will speak irrev- 
erently of that kind Father, in whom we live, move, 
and have our being, and J will point to one who is 
undeserving the respect and esteem of the good. 

What should we think of the child who wonld 
treat with disrespect and contempt the name of a, 
good kind earthly father? And if this would excite 
within us. feelings of disapprobation and disgust, 
what must be the feelings excited within our breast 
to hear the name of the Father and Friend of all, 
treated in that contemptuous manner, in which it is | 
treated by the profane swearer? 

To the members of this Sunday School, I would 
say, let us all strive, that we be free from this de- 
grading vice. Never may our lips be polluted with 
this self-degrading, and mind corrupting sin. Let 
us shun it ourselves, and always, as opportunity may 
present, kindly rebuke it in others. Instead of treat- 
ing with irreverence the name of God above, let us 
early seek to become acquainted with his true char- 
acter, his goodness and mercy, and his undying love 
for all mankind. Then will our youthful voices be 
tuned to bless his name, and honor and adore his di- 
vine perfections. ‘Thea shall we walk on in the 
sweet light of Heaveti’s Spproviag smiles, respected 
and heloved by all. Our path will be o’erhung with 
the ever-blooming flowers of an earthly paradist, 
and the heavenly plaudit, ‘Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant,” will cheer us on through life’s un- 
even path.—Christian Freeman. 


ae 


The Poor Boy a Chief Justice. 


There was, many years ago, a little beggar boy in 
London by the name of Saunders. He seemed alone 
in the world, and utterly destitute, being acknowl- 
edged by no parents or relations. He lingered 
around the attorney’s office in Clement’s Inn, and 
being sometimes employed ‘to do errands, he was 
much liked for his promptness and assiduity, and 
thus picked upa subsistence. He expressed a strong 
wish to learn'to write, and one day the attorney had 
a board placed at a window on the top of a stair- 
case, making a sort of desk, where he sat and wrote 
after copies, given him by clerks. In a short time 
he becaine a-swift and -cerrect transcriber; by de- 
grees he was perfered to writing forms, and by books 
which were lent him, was noted as an excellent clerk. 
In short, his prudence and diligence never abating 
for a moment, he was, in a few years, called to the 
bar and became ene of the most eminent and popu- 
lar practitioners of his time. 

This man, whose entrance into life was so unpro- 
mising, by a happy disposition, and unremitting in- 
dustry, was at length raised to the Chief-Justiceship 
of England, on the death of Pemberton, and held 
that office till his death, which happened a little be- 
fore the revolution. 





A Query aNnswerep.—Any question in multipli- 
cation may be proved by dividing the multiplicand 
by 8, 7, 6, or any other figure: then divide the mul- 
tiplier by the same—multiply the remainders togeth- 
er and «divide their product by the same. The last 
remainder will be the same as the remainder of the 
total product, divided by said figure, The only dif- 
ference between 9 and any other figure, is, the re- 
mainder of any other number will be the same, 


whether divided by 9, er 93 cast out by the common |. 


method, 8, being the root of 9, the effect is the same. 





“ Pa, is the folks in Congress all deaf anddamb?” 
“Certainly not, sonny,—but why ask that question ?” 
‘Cause they keep making their motions.” 





“ Those whe most readily find a God toswear by, 














seldom find one to pray to.” 





THE WATCHMAN. 
BLE BALLOU, Editer, 
MONTPELIER, AUGUST 9, 1845, 











Change of Laws consistent with Immutable Principles. 


It is said by some, ‘*If God is immutable, then the 
laws he gives to any particular people in orfe age of the 
world, are equally binding on men in every age—and, if 
it was rightfor the Jews to inflict capital punishment, it 
is right for us to do it—if it is wrong now, it was wrong 
then.’’ 

This kindof reasoning may appear rather specious, 
but we cannot see any force in it. We admit that the 
principle of the divine government is immutable. Does 


it follow, because the principle of an earthly parent's 
family government, is always the same, that all his-re- 
quirements-of his children, in their infancy, childhood, 
youth and manhood, will be precisely the same? Cer- 
iainly not. Will all the same restraints, the same ‘in- 
ducements and the same means of improvement ‘be 
necessary and useful to'them in youth and manhood, that 
were necessary and best for them in childhood? Cer- 
tainly not; as the circumstances of the children change, 
the requirements vary. Things that the parent required 


his children to do, when they were young, he does not | 


now require of them; but he requires them to do many 
things now, which he did not require at their hands in 
their days of childhood; still, the principle of his gov- 
ernment is immutable, viz. the greatest good of his whele 
family. 

The human race is like an indiyidual. It has its infan-, 
cy, its childhood, its maturity. Can it be rationally sup- 
posed, then, that all the same laws and social regula- 
tions which were best for mankind in the infancy of -our 
race, are still necessary, and ever will be, while the 
earth is man’s abode? What though capital punishments 
were necessary among the ancient Jews in their uncivil- 
ized and barbarous condition—were best for them—not 
merely as a penalty for the crime of murder, but for sev- 
eral other crimes—does it follow from this, that capital 
punishment is necessary now, in this nineteenth century 
of the Christian era, and in this comparatively -enlight- 
ened land? Did not Lord Mansfield, long since, declare 
the doctrine in the English house of Peers, that, as the 
circumstances of a people alter, the laws themselves 
should alter? Why, then, are we confronted with the 
argument, at the present day, that God gave such and 
such: laws to ancient Israel, and ‘‘ therefore, the same 
laws are the best now—are binding now—because a law 
that was right then, must be right now’? Have Chris- 
tians of this age forgotten, that Jesus came to close up the 
old dispensation, and introduce a new one adapted to the 
improved condition of humanity, and to its further devel- 
opement and improvement? Did not the apostle say, 
** But now hath Christ obtained a more excellent minis- 
try, by how much also he is the mediator of a better 
covenant, which was established upon better promises ? 
Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to 
vanish away,’’—Heb. viii. Why, then, is there, even 


»yet, such a disposition among Christians to cling, with 


unyielding tenacity, to Judaism ?—to its laws, its forms, 
its rites and ceremonies, which were once useful to man, 
bat which have long since*been outgrown by the world; 
and having performed their proper mission, have ceased 
to be useful? Is it to be supposed, that all the same 


iréumstatices ‘ehatige, Hence, to shy that, "becatise, 
among the Jews, death was the necessaty and proper 
penalty for murder and of thirty other crimes, there- 
fore, it is necessary and proper now, in this country, be- 
trays an ignorance of the nature ‘and fitness of things. 
Severe penalties may be best for a comparatively ignor- 
ant and savage people, but the penalties should grow 
milder and milder, as civilization advances, and men be- 
come more susceptible of bemg restrained within due 
bounds by attachment to principle and moral considera- 
tions. 





Death-bed Repentanes. 


We take the following from the last Vermont Chron- 
iele :-— 

REPENTANCE on A Sack Bep.—Rev. Mr. Kinney 
of Whitewater, Wisconsin, says, that during the year he 
has visited four persons, who on their sick beds promised 
repentance and submission to God; and some of them 
appeared te be in deep unxiety about their souls, so that 
had they been taken away, he should have had hope of 
their salvation. But the Lord spared their lives and re- 
stored them to health. Vow, not-one of the number 
gives evidence of a change of heart! 

Similar to this is the experience of nearly every faith- 
ful minister, No confidence is to be reposed in a sick 
bed repentance. It may possibly be genuine—but pro- 


bably, God will ‘‘laugh at their calamity, and mock 
when their fear cometh.”” 


We agree with the editor of the Chronicle, that but 
little or **no confidence is to be reposed in a sick bed 
repentance. Jt may possibly be genuine.’? But, we can 
agree with him no further. We cannot possibly believe 
that, after the poor wretch of a reprobate has sinned 
away his day of grace, and lies down in hell to suffer 
and writhe under the scalding vials of infinite, endless 
wrath, according to Partialism, God will then look down 
from his high throne above, and “ Jaugh at this calamity 
of his creatures, and mock when their fear of endless 
torment cometh’’!! The character which such a repre- 
sentation gives to our Heavenly Father is that of a real 
savage! He is represented as exulting over hie fallen 
foes, and rejoicmg in, and even mocking the unutterable 
miseries and endless wretchedness of his creatures! He 
created them, knowing that endless we would be their 
doom. He decreed their endless sinning and misery— 
and then, when they are greaning in the :low pit of de- 
spair, He ‘* laughs at ’’ their sufferings, and mocks their 
endless sighs and groans!! Is this the God ef Love 
whose character we are required to love, reverence and 
imitate? No. It is rather the character of the enemy 
of all goodness:! Tell us not that the Bible says, that 
God will laugh at the-calamity of his creatures. It says 
no such thing. In the first chapter of Proverbs, Solo- 
mon personifies wisdom, and represents her as, in some 
figurative sense, laughing at the calamity of such: as re- 
ject her counsels. In this sense, wisdom laughs .at the 
follies and calamities of men.in this world; but, there is 
not the least intimation given by the wise maa, that the 
calamity or fear of which he spoke were in the future 
state, or that God would rejoice in that calamity. 





Astonishing Ignorance of Universalism. 

In.a late number of the Vermont Chroniele,. the or- 
gan of Congregationalism in this State, we find a letter 
from the Rev. L. D. Pomerey, Congregational minister 
in Moretown, addressed to ** The Montpelier Associa- 


























tion,’’ in which he withdraws himself from that Church. 
and descants pretty freely onthe errors and sins of his 
quondam Brethren. He accuses them of a wicked sec- 
tarianism—of fellowshipping works of appression and 


laws and penalties will be necessary for the welfare of | darkness—and of upholding ‘* the greatest sins that ever 


society a thousand years hence, which are necessary and 
best for us in our present condition? Certainly not. 
The scriptures intimate that the reign of Christ embraces 


saw the sun.’’ It.is not now eur object to decide wheth- 
er Mr. Pomeroy’s charges against his brethren are true 
or false; but, to notice his unpardonable ‘ignorance of 


a number of ages, or various dispensations, all included | Universalism. He accuses his Brethren of having per- 
inthe expression, ‘the dispensation of the fulness of | yerted the doctrine of “* Justification by Faith,” and 
times;’’ hence, laws and social and moral regulations | yseg the following language, viz : 


should be different, in manv’ respects, in the different | 


Not more effectually did Rome pervert: it than de. you. 


ages, according to the degree of light and progression | Not more does Universalism destroy it, than does your 


they have obtained. 

The spirit and essence of the moral law ever has, 
and ever will remain, immutable as The.Immutable. it 
was summed up by our Savior in these words: ‘* Thau 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart .... and 
‘thy neighbor as thyself.’’ This law can never change— 
nor be outgrown by its subjects; but the particular re- 
quirements of certain duties, of particular individuals 


and people,.may anduwill vary .as their . condition .and | 


|teaching. Like the-liberties of: our country, it exists on- 
jly in name, You first, chiefly by. human precedent, 
maintain that holiness of heart is not a reasonable ob- 
ject of expectation im this life. To this-Christ-dishonor- 
ing theory you bend the docirme of ** justification by 
faith,”? and teach that Christ’s righteousnesss,is, con- 
stantly imputed to us, though we constantly sia. ‘That 
the biecd of Christ justifies us from all sin, but does net 
: pesges —_ all Pi salvation is detiverance 
rom the penalty of sin, but net .trom.sin, itself. & 
the ~slghtaoeenees. of the law. is fulliled i Ghvieh see: 
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not in us. That we may be in a justified state in the 
aight of God, though constantly sinning in eve 


ry ’ 
word and deed. t we may have justifying faith, al- 
though living in self-condemnation and guilt. That we 
may be in Christ, yet have no lively sense of justifica- 
tion through him, on the contrary have a lively sense of 
separation from him by sin. From this absurdity spra 
the leaven of Universalism. Men cannot see why all 
should not be saved in sin and from the penalty of sin, 
if a part could thus be saved, God being po respecter of 
persons. Hence Universalists simply extend your per- 
version of justification by faita and of an imputed righte- 
ousness (without holiness) to all men instead of a part, 
and this is the present strong hold of Universalists, and 
they cannot be disloged except by preaching the gospel 
doctrine of ** Christ a Savior from sin.”’ 


True, we ‘‘ cannot see why all should not be saved in 
sin and from the penalty of sin,’? as well as ‘*a part 
could be thus saved, God being no respecter of persons,’’ 
but we never yet could see how any sinner can be saved 
in sin, or from the penalty of sin, while he remains a 
zinner. We would as soon talk of a sick man being sav- 
ed in his sickness or disease, or, of a poor man being 
saved from his poverty and still remaining poor, as of a 
sinner’s being saved in his sins, We have always be- 
lieved and preached, a ‘‘Savior who shall save his people 
from their sins’’—not in their sins, nor from the penalty 
of sin as long as sin itself endures, but from the Jove and 
practice of sin itself. With Mr. P’s description of the 
Calvinistic view of justification by Christ's righteousness 
being imputed to the believer, so that he is ‘* justified 
from all sin, though constantly sinning in every thought, 
word and deed,’’ we find no fault; but when he adds, 
** From this absurdity sprang Universalism,” we ‘marvel 
at such unpardonable ignorance or wilful perversion in a 
professed minister of the gospel. Universalists reject 


entirely, the absurdity of imputed sin and imputed righte- 


ousness. [Does not Mr. Pomeroy now hold the ab- 
surdity of our sins being imputed to Christ, so that by 
proxy he suffers the penalty of the law for believers ?] 

Mr. P. says,— 

«« Hence Universalists simply extend your [Calvinistic] 
perversion of justification by faith and of an imputed 
righteousness (without holiness) to all men instead of a 
part, and this is the present strong hold of Universalists, 
and they cannot be dislodged except by preaching the 
gospel doctrine of Christ a Savior from sin.”’ 


So far from this being true, Universalists repudiate in 
toto, the idea of righteousness ever being imputed to any 
man, any farther than he is holy in heart, unless it be 
prospectively in view of a righteousness he will one day, 
really possess and practise. We have always contended, 
that universal salvation means the production of univer- 
sal holiness,—that, ‘* without holiness no man can see,”’ 
or know and enjoy ‘‘ the Lord’’—that Christ shall reign 
until he “takes away the sin of the world and finishes 
sin, bv bringing all ‘* to cease todo evil and learn to do 
well.’’ To say as Mr. P. does, that *timputed righteous- 
ness (without holiness) to all men, is the present strong 
hold of Universalists,’’ shows that, he is either a knave 


and does not mean to speak the truth, or else, he is too | 


ignorant to be a public advocate of any system of reli- 
gious doctrine. ‘ 

On the whole, it is to us passing strange, that the 
Partialist clergy, who feel it their duty to oppose the 
idea of the final universal triumph of Christ’s reign, do 
not make themselves better acquainted with the doctrine 
they oppose! 





Lebanon Institute. 

We are very happy to learn, that Mr. J. C. C. Hoskins 
and Miss R. E. Tenny have been engaged to teach the 
next term of the Lebanon Liberal Institute. We do not 
believe a betterselection could be made. This announce- 
ment will raise high expectations and give universal sat- 
isfaction. For ourself, we anticipate a better school at 
Lebanon, during the next term, than ever has been kept 
there, yet. The former much loved teachers come to 
the work after a respite, refreshed by leisure, and in- 
spired with ardor by their observations in nature’s ample 
fields. They are determined to do their best, and, if 
the students who go there, will go with the same deter- 
mination, great increase in knowledge and happiness will 
be the result. Lebanon Institute has already sent forth 
some good scholars for their age. It can do it again, and 
will do it. 

All the misery there is in the world, is the result of 
disobedience to some of the Creator’s laws. We believe 
this statement isa true one. Who does not? If any, 
speak, ** for him have I offended.”’ 





/1 John v. 7, not Genuine Scripture. 

The passage reads, ‘‘ There are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father the Word andthe Holy Ghost; 
and these three are one,” This text is frequently cited 
in support of the absurd notion of three persons existing 
in one Godhead, which three persons (each being an in- 
finite God) constitute one God! Unfortunately for the 
Trinitarian theory, this passage has been abundantly 
proved to be spurious. Dr. Adam Clarke, a laborious 
critic and strong Trinitarian, says in his introduction to 
the Ist epistle of John:-— 

‘On the controverted text of three heavenly witness- 
es I have said what truth, and a deep and thorough ex- 
amination of the subject has obliged me to say, Iam 
satisfied it is not genuine; though the doctrine in behalf 
of which it has been originally introduced into the epis- 
tle is a doctrine of the highest importance, and most 
positively revealed in various parts of the Old and New 
Testament.”’ 

We extract from his dissertation at the end of the 
epistle, the following 
Summary of the whole evidence to the three heavenly wit- 

nesses. 1 John v. 7. 

1. One hundred and thirteen Greek MSS. are extant, 
containing the first epistle of John; and the text in ques- 
tion is wanting in 112, It only exists in the Codex Mont- 
fortii, a comparatively recently MS. 

2. All the Greek fathers omit the verse, though many 
of them quote ver. 6 and ver. 8, applying them to the 
Trinity and Divinity of Christ, and the Holy Spirit; yea, 
and endeavoring to prove the doctrine of the Trinity 
from ver. 6 and ver. 8, without reference to any such 
verse as the 7th, which, had it existed, would have been 
a more positive proof, and one that could not have been 
overlooked. 

3. The first place the verse appeared in Greek, is in 
the Greek translation of the Acts of the Council of La- 
teran, held A. D, 1215. 

4. Though it is found in many Latin copies, yet it does 
not appear that any written previously to the fenth centu- 
ry contains it. 

5. The Latin fathers do not quote it, even where it 
would have greatly strengthened their arguments; and 
where, had it existed, it might have been most naturally 
expected. 

6. Vigilius, bishop of Tapsum, at the conclusion of the 
5th century, is the first who seems to have referred ex- 
pressly to the thiee heavenly witnesses; but his quota- 
tion does not agree with the présent text, either in words 
or in sense; and beside, he is a wiiter of very little credit, 
nor does the place alleged appear to learned men to be 
genuine. 

7. The Latin writers who do refer to the three heaven- 
ly witnesses, vary greatly in their quotations; the more 
ancient placing the 8th verse before the 7th; and many 
omitting, after the earthly witnesses, the clause these 
three are one. Others who insert these three are one, add 
in Christ Jesus—others use diflerent terms. 

8. It is wanting ia all the ancient versions, the vulgate 
excepted; but the more ancient copies of this have it 
not; and those who have it vary greatly among them- 
selves. 

9. It is wanting in the first edition of Erasmus, A. D. 
1516, which is properly the editio princeps of the Greek 
text. 

It is wanting also in his second edition, 1519; but he 
added in the third from the Codex Montfortii. 

It is wanting in the editions of Aidus, Gerbelius, Ce- 
phalius, &c. 

It is wanting in the German translation of Luther, and 
in all the editions of it published during his lifetime. 

It is inserted in our early English translations, but 
with marks of doud{fulness. 

10. In short, it stands on no authority sufficient to au- 
thenticate any part of a revelation professing to have 
come from God. 





Vermont State Convention of Universalists. 

The annual session of this body will be holden at 
Dersy Line, on the 4th Wednesday and Thursday in 
August inst. It is earnestly hoped that the ministers and 
delegates will be punctual in attendance, as there is 
business of importance to be transacted. The Council 
should convene on Tuesday evening. Notice will be 
given in season, where strangers may call for directions 
for entertainment. A large and happy meeting—*‘ a sea- 
son of refreshing from the presence of the Lord,’’ is an- 
ticipated by many. Let all the people say, “I was 
glad when they said unto me, we will go into the 
house of the Lord.” 





~~ 


Thanks to Brs. O. A. Skinner of Miscellany and Br. 
Witherell of the Balm, for their favorable notices of 
our paper at the commencement of the volume. 





To Agents and Patrons. 
Now is the time for our agents and patrons to increase 
the circulation of the Watchman. New subscribers can 





be supplied with back numbers. 





The Convention. 

There has been some grumbling about the Convention 
being held at the northern line of the state this year; 
but, for one, we see no reason for it. True, we should 
have opposed the adjournment of that body to Derby 
Line, had we been at the last session; and for two rea- 
sons. First, because the Northern Association was to 
meet in that immediate’ vicinity, and 2dly, because we 
think the Convention should meet, every year, in the 
central portion of the state, so as to accommodate as 
well as possible the delegates and ministers of the sever- 
al Associations. But, sickness prevented our attendance , 
at Strafford, and we had no right to demur. We shall 
cheerfully go to Derby Line to the Convention, and we 
are glad that our friends in that region are to enjoy the 
privilege of having the meeting in their midst. We 
know many in that region, and in Canada, good and 
true friends of our cause, whom we shall rejoice to meet, 
and we know, that our warm hearted, generous friends 
at the Line will do all they can to make our stay with 
them agreeable and happy. That’sa right smart village, 
up there, and they have a beautiful Church to hold the 
meeting in. We believe the meeting will be large; but, 
don’t all wait till the last day. ‘* Let the North give 
up, and the South keep not back.’’ It will probably be 
a fine time for a summer excursion. 


The last Trumpet announces, that Br. T. J. Sawyer, 
who has for several years past, been the efficient pastor 
of the Orchard street, Universalist Church in the city of 
New York, hag resigned his charge, and is expected to 
take charge of the Clinton Liberal Institute, which has 
been surrendered fully into the hands of the Universal- 
ists. Br. Sawyer has done a good work in New York, 
and we entertain sanguine hopes, that he will be equally 
successful in giving character and usefulness to the Clin- 
ton Liberal Institute. 

Br. J. J. Putnam has luded to suspend his labors 
in the ministry, for the present. He has done well, very 
well, we believe, as puster of the Universalist Society at 
Lebanon, but his health is not sufficient to enable him to 
continue to discharge the arduous labors of a parochial 
minister. He will hereafter be addressed at Keene, N. 
H. We think our friends in Lebanon will now make an 
effort to get their old minister, Br. J. Moore, to take up 
his abode with them once more. 

Br. B. F. Hatch, late of Stratford, N. H., has received 
and accepted an invitation to seftle with the Universal- 
ist Society in Albion, Kennebec Co., Me., and desires to 
be addressed accordingly. ’ 











Barnard Again. 

I feel quite mortified to ascertam that, in noticing the 
dedication at Barnard, I neglected to mention that the 
Isles, &c. are carpeted, the windows shaded with beauti- 
ful blinds, and the House rendered doubly valuable by 
being furnished with an excellent bell. Having-preached 
in it one Sabbath, to a good audience, with fine singing, I 
find it exceeds the description I gave it, and is one of the 
best houses to speak in, that I have ever occupied. We 
wish our Barnard friends abundant success, R. 8. 





West Topsham and East Corinth, ¥t. 

Having preached in these places, to large and atten- 
tive andiences, we wish to speak a word for their encour- 
ment. We know not where we have seen congregations 
which appeared better, and more disposed to hear and 
learn the truth. The attendance was seasonable, the 
singing excellent. Let them be faithful and persevering, 
and the good Lord prosper them ever. R. S. 





Ladies’ Repository. 

The first number of the current volume of this beauti- 
ful work is received—ioo late for further notice, except 
that the publisher is again requested to forward it by 


mail, or not at all, to R. 8. 


Woodstock, July 25th, 1845. 


Br. Allen, 1 find that Brs. Hall and Yates have paid to 
Vol. 17 No. 1, and Yates’s paper discontinued at 17 No. 
1. This business was done by Br. Wakefield before my 
return, and receipts sent. 








We acknowledge the receipt of a small pamphlet of 16 
pages, being a ‘Circular of the New York Universalist 
Sabbath School Association.”” Do we not need an Aé- 
sociation of this kind in Vermont ? 
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birhiy 2 Nos. of the Ladiew Repository and Unis 
cersalist Miscellany are on our table; both well filled 
with, ,useful and. interesting articles, looking fair and 
beautiful as ever. We have so often spoken of the na- 
ture and qualities of these periodicals, that it does not 
seem necessary to add more, at present. 
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Remittances for the Watchman. 
E. B. R. Swanton for A. P. H, of Cowanaville, $1,505 
and 50 cts. for L. H. G.; 0. A. of Berkshire, $2,00; 
H. L. Colebrook, N. H. $2; M. T. Essex, N. Y¥. $2. 











WVews Hiems. 

Suppen Deatu rrom Tieut Lacinc.—Thursday 
week, as Miss Mason was taking a walk with one of 
the recruiting party stationed at Hinckley, Leicester- 
shire, she was taken suddenly ill, and before they 
could reach home, she expired. ‘They were in the 
Hollowcroft, and had not proceeded far before the 
deceased exclaimed, ‘Oh, how ill I am.” They 
attempted to return, but finding the deceased grow- 
ing worse, the soldier desired her to sit down, and 
hastened back for assistance. She died in the arms 
of those who were assisting her, when within about 
one hundred yards of her father’s house. A post 
mortem examination showed that, from tight lacing, 
her lungs adhered to her side, to which the doctor 
chiefly attributed the cause of her untimely end.— 
She was a steady and good-looking girl, and a daugh- 
ter of Mark Mason; the melancholy circumstance 
naturally excited suspicion, but nothing deleterious 
was found in her system. The Jury returned their 
verdict, ‘* Died by the visitation of God.” <A ver- 
dict, of * served her right,” would have been more 
to the purpose. 


A couple of enterprising young gentlemen of St. 
Louis, have invented anew kind of ladder to be 
used hy the fire department. A patent is now being 
obtained for the invention. The ladder is made of 
chain, and by a simple motive power, in the space 
of afew minutes, elevates a man and four lines of 
hose to the top of any part of the highest building 
at the same time spreading out and resting two other 
ladders of any size or height, upon the building on 
which the main ladder is thrown. 





Murover at BrapLtey.—We learn from the Ban- 
gor Mercury that on Friday last in the town of 
Bradley in that county, a man by the name of Peleg 
B. Otis, was so horribly beaten and mangled by one 
Richard Varney, that he died yesterday morning. 
Varney was arrested and brought before the Justice 
of the Peace in Bradley for au assault, on Saturday, 
jead guilty, and was bound over for trial before a 
ligher tribunal, and was ordered to recognize in the 
sum of two houndred dollars, but for want thereof 
was committed to jail in Bangor. 





There were sixteen or twenty Salamander Safes 
inthe New York fire of the 19th, all of which, so 
far as heard from, have preserved the books and 
papers that were within them, in legible condition. 
The safe of Mr. Bloodgood was removed after being 
fourteen hours in the burning ruins; that of Richard 
& Cronkhite was recovered after having been fifty- 
two hours in the fiery ordeal. Inv both instances the 
contents were in good order. 


Every pay Sunpay.—By different nations, every 
day in the week is set apart for public worship, viz: 
Sunday by the Christians, Monday by the Grecians, 
‘fuesday by the Persians, Wednesday by the Assyr- 
ians, Thursday by the Egyptians, Friday by the 
Turks, and Saturday by the Jews. 





Quills are things that sometimes are taken from 
the pinions of one goose, to spread the o-pinions of 
another. 


_ The sad effects of the Jate hot weather in New 
York, may be immagined from the following para- 
graph in the ‘l'ribune: 

‘So great has been the accumulation of business 
on the coroner’s bands, in consequence of the late hot 
weather, that he has not been able to keep up at all 
with it. Yesterday there were twelve or fifteen bod- 
les, as we learn, lying in the dead house waiting for 
inquest—among them the stranger found at Fulton 
market, and an Italian sailor, who died on ‘Tuesday 
evening. 


—eeee 
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Goop Apvice.—The Maine Gospel Banner says:— 


“ These are tall times—business is going ahead at 
a great rate. But take care thata new speculating 
mania does not inflate the boty politic to, bursting 
again. Keep sober—be careful—profit by past les- 
sons, 


That’s what we call good advice, these days. 





Navvoo.—The Warsaw Signal contains numerous 
statements of violence in or about Nauvoo. ‘Win, 
Backenstos, late Sheriff of Hancock, has been or- 
dered to leave the holy city. _He is accused of bein 
the correspondent of the Warsaw Signal. Patriarc 
Bill Smith, of Nauvoo, brother of the prophet, whose 
wife died about four weeks since, was again married 
on last Sunday. week—having been a widower about 
eighteen days. His bride is about 16 years of age, 
and he is 85, The split partis Be Nauvoo saints is 
growing wider. Bill Smith heads one party, the 
twelve disciples the other. 


It should be remembered that the Commissioner of 
Patents has given notice that after the Ist of July, 
when the new Post Office law goes into operation, 
no letter addressed to his ‘office will be taken out un- 
less the postage on it be paid. m 

Mr. Bronson, lecturer on elocution, was knocked 
down at Nashville, July 12, and robbed of $2500! 
He was not much burt. 
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State Sabbath Convention. 


An extract from the minutes of the General Convention 
of Vermont, held at Danville June 1845. 

** The Committee to whom the resolutions on the sub- 
ject of promoting the better observance of the Sabbath, 
were refered, made their report:’’— 

‘*That they recommend the appoiatment of a Com- 
mittee of three, to consider the expediency of calling 
a Convention on the the subject of Sanctifying the Sab- 
bath as a Divine Commandment, for its influence on the 
Physicai and Spiritual well being of man; to correspond 
with other persons, and bodies upon the subject: and if 
they shall judge best, to call a convention at such time 
and place as they think expedient, and to make suitable 
provision for its constitution and exercises.’’ 

‘*Which report was accepted, and adopted: and 
Messrs. Gridley, Leavitt, and Bishop, were appointed as 
this Committee.”’ 

In view of the aforesaid action of the General Conven- 
tion, the undersgned do extend an invitation to the friends 
of the Christian Sabbath, to meet in Convention at 
Montpelier the third Wednesday of August at 10 A. M., 
in the Brick Church, to consult upon the best ways and 
means—by example, the universal diffusion of informa- 
tion, and all kind moral influences, of promoting the due 
observance of the Lord’s Day. 


Jno. GRIDLEY, Committee 
H, F. Leavirr, of 
Netson Bisnop, ) Convention 


Also, the following gentlemen have cordially permitted 
their names to be affixed to the Call. 





His Excellency Wm. Slade, E. P. Walton, Esq. ’ 

Hon. Jacob Collamer, Hon. Alvah Sabin, 

Hon. Paul Dillingham, jr. Zenas Wood, Esq. 

Rev. E. J. Scott, Thomas Reed, Esq. 

Hon. Zimri Howe, O. H. Smith Esq. 

Hon. Erastus Fairbanks, Hon. Horace Eaton, 

Rev. Geo. B. Manser, Hon. Horatio Seymour, 

Hon. I. F. Redfield, Hon. John Conant, 

Hon. Daniel Kellogg, Hon. Carlos Cooledge, 
Silas H. Hodges, Esq. 

The Committee earnestly hope, that the various reli- 
gious denominations of the State, will be fully represent- 
ed inthe Convention; and they would inform all who 
attend from abroad that by calling at the Store of J. W. 
Howes, they will be directed to families who will cor- 
dially entertain them. 

It is expected that Rev. Justmm Edwards D. D. Secreta- 
ry of the ** American and Foreign Sabbath Union,”’ will 
be present at the meeting. 





Appointments. 


Br. L. W. Daggett will preach in Bridgewater the 2d} 
Sabbath in August, and the second Sabbath in each 
month until further notice. 

Br. R. Streeter isto preach in Orange the 2d Sabbath 
in August. 

Br. Tabor will preach at Littleton, N. H., the 2d Sab- 
bath in August. 

Br. H. P. Cutting will preach at St. Johnsbury the 2d 
Sabbath in August. 

Br. E. C. Payne will preach at Fairfield the 2d Sabbath 
in August. 

Br. N. C. Hodgdon will preach at Barnard, the second 
Sabbath in August, also, the last Sabbath, if it is the 
wish of the Society. 

Br. J. Boyden appoints to preach in Peacham the 2d 
Sabbath in August, 

Br. B. F. Hatch appoints to preach in Stratford, N. H., 
the 3d Sabbath inst. 

Br. E. C, Payne will preach at Plainfield the 3d Sab- 
bath in August, 

Br. Warren will preach in East Calais on the 2d Sun- 
day of August. 

Br. Warren will preach in Greensboro on the 3d Sun- 
day of August. 

Br. Burnham will preach in Calais (at the Meeting- 
house) on the 3d Sunday in Aug. and lecture at. No. 10 
at 5 o’clock, 

Br. Wakefield is to preach in Woodbury on the 3d Sun- 
day of August. 





Br. E. C. Payne(will preach at ‘South Walden the 5th 


Sabbath in August, and 


lecture in Greensboro at 5 0’- 
clock same day, , 


ji 
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Married. 


In this village Aug. 5th, ty Rev. Geo. B. Manser, Mr. 
A. W. Wilder jr. and Miss Eliza M, Cleaves. 

In Randolph, Aug. 3d, by Rev. R. Streeter, Dr, J. Y- 
Dewey, of this village,to Mrs. Susan Tarbox, of the 
former place. 

Fairfax, on Sunday July 26th, by Rev. H. P. Cutting, 
Mr. O. D. Wells, late of New Jersey, and Miss Sarah 
A. Story of Pairfax. 

“ Heaven smile upon this youthful pair, 
Whose kindred hearts are joined in one ; 
O shield them from the storms of care, 
And light their paths with virtue’s sun. 





O crown their days with nuptial peace, 
And o’er their hearts love’s scepter sway ; 
May pleasure still with years increase, 
Till eyes grow dim and locks are gray.” 








Died. 
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In this village, on the 3d inst., Miss Eliza Walton} 
aged 23 years. 

In Bakersfield, July 29th, Mr. Thomas Potter, aged 
88 years. Mr. Potter has been a resident of Bakersheid 
for nearly 50 years. We can truly say of him, he has 
lived for the good of his fellow men. He came into the 
town when it was new, and was among those who labor- 
ed hard for its interests. He wasa man of integrity,— 
firm and undeviating in what he believed to be truth and 
duty. He retained the full exercise of his mental powers 
till the last. Such men as Br. Potter do not live in vain. 
Their influence is felt far and wide. They may, in trath, 
be called the fathers of the town in which they live. 

Br. Potter has gone to his grave in peace, with the 
respect and love of all who knew him, He was an 
honest man, and in whatever light we may view such an 
one, he isthe noblest work of God. The consolations 
of the Gospel were tendered to a large circle of friends 
and relatives who manifested a deep feeling of respect 
for the aged father and friend. Neighbors left their 
labors, and paid their last respects to the departed by 
attending the funeral, and following him to the grave. 
May the numerous friends of the deceased, find in. the 
Gospe of peace, grace to help in every time of need. 

H. P..C. 








SELECT SCHOOL. 


R. S. WAKEFIELD will commence a Select School at 
Montpelier Venter Monday Sept. 8th, to continue eleven 
weeks, 
TUITION PER TERM. 
English Branches, - - © oe - $3,00 
French Language, - art sa - 4,00 
Board may be obtained in the place at alow price. ‘Thuse 
wishing to board themselves will be furnished with rooms. 
4 4w 





LEBANON LIBERAL INSTITUTE, | 
VHE Fall Term of this Institution will commence on 
Wednesday, the 27th of August, and continue eleven 
weeks. Its friends from the reputation it has attained, during 
four years of constantly increasing prosperity, feel warranted 
in saying, that few Institutions of the kind can afford better 
advantages to such as are desirous of lending their influence 
to the spread of liberal principles. 

No pains will be spared on the part of its friends and teach- 
ers, in contributing to the improvement of pupils, and main- 
taining the reputation the Institution has already acquired. 
‘I'hey would also express their gratitude to those, whose pat- 
ronage they have heretofore received, and still trast they will 
continue to be friends and supporters of the Institute. 

: H, A. SIMMONS, Sec’y. 

Lebanon, July 4, 1845. 33w 
THE GOLDEN RULE. 
A Weekly Gazette of Odd Fellowship and Popular 

Literature. 
REV. A.C. L. ARNOLD, P. G. EDITOR. 


The new volume of this Weekly Gazette of Odd Feliowship 
will commence on Saturday the 28th of June, The under- 
signed as sole Proprietor, in conjunction with the Editor, will 
spare no labor or pains to render the Golden Rule ryte of 
the noble Institation in whose philanthropic cause it shali be 
an efficient advocate. It shall contain. from week to week, a 
complete history of the progress of the Order throughout the 
country, giving such an abstract of the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of this and other States as shal} meet the ap- 
probation of friends, and endeavor, by alt honorable means, to 
bind closer the three fold cords of Friendship, Love and Truth 
among all its members. 

A General Directory of the Order will be given monthly, 
carefully collected from official sources. Gentlemen of dis~ 
tinguished ability, the bright ornaments of the beloved Insti- 
tution to which they are devotecly attached, wiil assist his 
in his labors, f 

"Lhe department of General Popular Literature will be such 
as to render the Golden Rule a welcome visitor in the family 
of every member of the Order, whose support we respectfully 
solicit. 

The Golden Rule will be printed neatly on fine white paper, 
and delivered to subscribers in this city and Brooklyn at $2,50, 
payable in advance, or 6 cents per week. payable tothe Car. 
riers. Jt will also be for sale in the principal cities in the 
United States. . 

To Mail subscribers, $2 year,in advance. Address pos 
paid, : &. Wixcezster, 

Publisher, 24 Ana st., N. ¥. 
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Miscellany. 
Sketch of the Life of Joe Smith, 


THE MORMON PROPHET. 

The death of a prophet in any country would be 
eonsidered an epoch in its history, but the death of a 
prophet in this country, and the 29th century, isa 
matter of as much surprise, as that we should have 
had a special prophet at all in a country where every 
man is free to predict and to prophesy whatever he 

jeases. ‘The world for centuries has been annoyed 
b fanatics of every class, and of every grade, and 
all their mischiefs and delusions have been presented 
under the mask of religion. Powerfut Monarchies 
have promptly disposed of political fanatics,—they 
soon found themselves in a prison or in a hospital ; 
but in matters of faith, in college’,—sectarianism 
and prophesies, the streng arm of the law is seldom 
lifted against them, andin this country, where all are 
free to follow any faith, and where new sects and 
new doctrines always find followers and disciples, no 
one interferes to check delusion. The violent death 
of Joe Smith, the Mormon Prophet, under all the 
circumstances of the case, cannot avoid making a 
serious impression upon the many thousands of his de- 
luded followers, where they at present reside, and 
such was his power and popularity, that we look with 
some interest, to learn the effect which his death will 
produce, among those who conscientiously believe in 
his great mission. 

Joe Smith according to his own statement, was 
born in the town of Sharon, Vermont, on the 23d of 
December, 1805, so that at the time of his death, he 
must have nearly entered his fortieth year. His 

arents, when he was ten years of age, emigrated to 

almyra, N. Y., where he resided until he was twenty- 
one years old, In a recent Jetter to O. Cowdry, who 
intended to write the life of the prophet Joe, as he 
was familiarly called,—he says:—‘‘ During this time, 
as is common to most, or all youths, I fell into many 
vices and follies ; but as my accusers are, and have 
been forward to accuse me of being guilty of gross 
and outrageous violations of the peace and good or- 
der of the community, I take the occasion to remark, 
that though, as I have said above, ‘as is common to 
most, or all youths, I fell into many vices and follies,’ 
f have not, neither can it be sustained, in truth, been 
guilty of wronging or injuring any man or society of 
men; and these imperfections to which I alluded, 
and for which I have often had occasion to lament, 
were a light, and too often vain mind, exhibiting a 
foolish and trifling conversation. ‘This being all, and 
the worst, that accusers can substantiate against my 
moral character, I wish to add that it is not without 
a deep feeling of regret that [am thus called upon 
to answer to my own conscience, to fulfila duty I 
owe to myself, as well as the cause of truth, in mak- 
ing this public confession of my former uncircum- 
spect walk, and trifling conversation ; and more per 
ticularly, as [ often acted in violation of those holy 
precepts which I knew came from God.” 

As this is the latest confession and admission of 
the Prophet, it acquires some interest in connection 
with his subsequent life and miserable death. Joe 
Smith being probably the son of poor parents, of 
quick natural powers and sagacity, but of limited 
education, must have been thrown upon his own re- 
sources for means of existence at an early period,— 
for we find him pretending to have discovered the 
Book of Mormon in Ontario county in 1827. Gen- 
eral Bennett, an influential Mormon, published a 
work in 1842, in which he exposed the iniquities of 
Joe Smith, in connection with teats tag and mak- | 
ing every allowance for personal enmity, the narra- | 
tive bears upon its face the marks of authenticity. | 
From an affidavit of Peter Ingersoll in 1833, we learn 
that he lived in the neighborhood of Joe Smith, sen., 
from 1822 to 1830, and represents that the general 
employment of the family was digging for money. 
Joe bad found a miraculous stone which he averred 





by lookin into, he could discover hidden treasures. 
William Stafford, one of their neighbors, states un- 
der oath. 


.  **When they found that the people of this vicinity 

would no longer put any faith in their schemes for 
digging money, they then pretended to find a Gold 
Bible, of which they said, the Book of Mormon was 
only an introduction. ‘This latter book was at length 
fitted for the press. No means were taken by any 
individual to suppress its publication ; no one appre- 
hended any danger from a book, originating with in- 
dividuals who had neither influence, honesty or hon- 
or. ‘The two Josephs and Hiram promised to show 
me the plates after the book of Mormon was trans- 
lated. But afterwards they pretended to have re- 
ceived an express commandment, forbidding them to 
show the plates. Respecting the manner of receiv- 
ing and translating the Book of Mormon, their state- 
ments were always discordant. The eider Joseph 
wo uld say that he had seen the piates, and that he 


ney Jooked like gol ; and other times he would 
sy cat hn not me te ates at all.” shined 
arley , & respectable eitizen of Manchester, 


says: 

Ten acquainted with the Rei et dam b Smith, 
sen., both before and since they me Mormons, 
and feel free to state that not one of the male mem- 
bers of Smith’s family was entitled to any credit 
whatsoever. ‘They wre lazy, intemperate, and worth- 
less men, very much addicted to lying. Iv this they 
frequently boasted of their skill. Digging for money 
was their principal employment. In regard to their 
Gold Bible speculation, they scarcely ever told two 
stories alike. The Mormon Bible is said to be a 
revelation from God, through Joseph Smith, jr., this 
Prophet, and this same Joseph Smizh, jr., to my 
knowledge, bore the reputation emong his neighbors 
of being a liar.” 

With such a character, and such a family, and 
such pursuits, Joe Smith began his great schemes of 
trickery and delusion in Mormonism ;—the book it- 
self is a mass of absurdities, written in imitation of 
the style of the Bible, in which Joe Smith was pro- 
claimed a prophet and priest of the Most High, and 
thus he drew around him a vast body of uneducated 
enthusiasts, who journeyed West to commence their 
operations on a large scale. ‘The history of Mor- 
monism sinee its establishment in the Western States, 
the building of the city of Nauvoo, the increase of 
the deluded followers of Joe Smith, his coflicts with 
the authorities of the States of Missouri and IIlinois,— 
his indomitable spirit of intrigue and mischief, his 
loose morals, violence and chicanery, are all known 
to the people of this country, and have been the sub- 
ject of newspaper discussion for the last seven years. 
It may create surprise that in these enlightened 
times, there should be any delusion in matters of re- 
ligious faith ; that men should be found willing and 
desirous of paying adoration to any person, and con- 
sidering him as the elect and chosen of the Lord, 
and following his directions with blind obedience ; 
but fanticism seems to flourish amidst the lights of 
education and science. We have melancholy proofs 
of itin men living amongst us, and enjoying the 
confidence and esteem of the people. It is the weakness 
of the heart and kead united. True it isa harmless 
fanaticism, which does not, as of old, sustain itself 
by the faggot and the stake, and is therefore allowed 
to tuke its course. Most of the poor Mormons who 
have followed Joe Smith, were weak in mind and 
destitute of education—he bound them to him by 
oaths and ceremonies, and when their faith was un- 
shaken in his being the prophet and anointed of the 
Lord, he gave loose to the operation of his vile prin- 
ciples ; seduced his female followers, and robbed 
them of their property, and it is supposed caused to 
be secretly murdered those who had sagacity to pen- 
etrate his designs. It is impossible fully to describe 
the wrongs, personal and political, which may be per 
petuated under the cloak of religion; history is filled 
with instances, and no calamity can fall upon a people 
greater than snbmittingto the influence of knaves 
and hypocrites, who approach you under a sanctimo- 
nious garb. Whenever Joe Smith encountered a de- 
termived man, who would not submit to bis impos- 
tures, he appealed to the masses, who groaned out 
in spirit and distress, “touch not the anointed of the 

ord ; hartn him not.” It is very evident that Joe 
Smith contemplated, whenever he had sufficient force, 
to conquer several of the Western States, and erect 
there a Mormon Empire; there was rank ambi- 
tion under cover of pretended piety, and be organiz- 
ed his Nauvoo legion, amounting to several thousand 


men, with this object. He was a source of constant 
inquietude to the State of Missouri, and was contin- 
Clark commanding the Missouri troops, on one oc- 
casion made the following report to the Governor :— 

General Clark to the Governor. 

‘* Head quarters of the Millitia em- 

Richmond, Nov., 1838. 

"fo his Excellency L. W. Bogs:—Sir— 

* * ” * ” * 

*T find, by inquiry, that with all the enormities we 
mons) many of which charges we looked upon as 
the otispring of prejudice on the part of our citizens, 
the halt-has not yet been told!!!| There is nocrime, 
from treason, down to petty lareeny, but these 
all, too, under the counsel of Jeseph Smith, jr., the 
Prophet! They have committed treason, murder, 
arson, burglary, robbery, larceny and perjury !!!— 
They have societies formed under the most binding 
cumvent the laws, and put them at defiance, and to 
plunder, and burn, and divide the spoils for the use 
of the chureh. ‘This is what they call the Danite 
Society. 


ually under arrest for some crime or other. Gen. 
ployed against the Mormons, 

have heard charged against these people, (the Mor- 

people, or a majority of them, have been guilty of,— 

covenants in form, and the most horrid oaths, to cir- 

“ Under this horrid system many of the citizens 


sheie industry, and,ecopamy, bad ac- 
=. mud living, pol, nes rabbed every 
article of property they have, their homes burnt be- 
fore their eyes,and they and their wives and chil- 
dren driven out of the county, without any kind of 
shelter! In one instance I have informed that a 
family was ordered off, and their houses burnt in 
their sight, anda woman driven out while it was 
snowing, with a child only four days old ; in another 
case, I was informed the family was driven away, 
and the womun was compelled to ask protection in a 
few miles, where she she was delivered of a child a 
short time after she was thus treated! ‘These, sir, 
are some of the offences of these people. 
* * Ra * * 3 
‘Tam, sir, your obedient servant, 
Joun B, Cuark, 
Major-General Commanding.” 
(Concluded next week.) 


Be not censorious, for thou knowest not whom 
thou judgest ;, It is a more dexterous, error te speak . 
well of an evil man, than ill of a good man. 

Never employ yourself to discern the faults of 
others, but be careful to mend and prevent your own. 

If a jewel be right, no matter who says itisa 
counterfeit: If my conscience tells me that [ am in- 
nocent, what do I care who tells the world that I am 
guilty. 

Never speak ill of any man; if of a good man 
it is impiety; if of a bad mam give him your prayers. 

A good word is an easy obligation, but not to 
speak ill requires only silence, which costs us noth- 
ing. 

There is an odious spirit in many persons, who 
are better pleased to detect a fault, than commed a 
virtue. 

The worthiest people are most injured by slander- 
ers; as we usually find that to be the best fruit, which 
the birds have been picking at. 

Nothing is truly infamous but what is wicked ; 
and therefore shame can never disturb an innocent 
and virtuous mind. 

‘To detract from other men, and turn their disad- 
vantages to our own profit, is more contrary to na- 
ture, than death, poverty, or grief, or anything which 
ean affect our bodies or circumstances. 





Universalist Books for sale at this Office. 






Paige’s Commentary, 1 00;Tales trom Life, 0 
Pro and Con of Univ’lism, 1 OOjLife of Murray, 46 
Univeralist’s Guide, 1 OOJExposition of Universalism, 50 
Baltour's 2d Inquiry, 1 00/Christian Graces 38 
Rosé of Sharon tor 1845, 2 00/Smith on Divine Gov'ment, 25 


Practical Hints, 


75|Orthodoxy as it 1s, 50 
Austin’s Voice to Youth, 


63/Christian Comforter, 











do do the Married, 63)Skinner’s Sermons. 5D 
do —_ onthe Attributes, 63/Happy Death Scenes, 50 
Ballou’s Select Sermons, 63)Skinner’s Prayer Book, 50 
do notes on the parables.50/Hours of Communion, 38 
do onthe Atonement, 46jSacred Flora, 58 
do Lectures, 63)Language of Gems, 38 
Law of Kindness, 
Streeters’ Hymns, (Jarge and small.) 47 
MUSIC. 


BE D, & G. G. NYE, are manufacturing Reed Instruments 
e of the purest tones. They have now on hand Seraphenes 
and Melodeons for the examination and test of those wishing 
to purchase, and claim no other recommend than their tones 
may merit on the well attuned ear 

All Reed and Stridged instraments carefully tuned and re- 
paired on the most reasonable terms. 

46 tf 


North Montpelier, June 9th. 

NIVERSALIST SA BBA TH SCHOOL 
DEPOSITORY.—The subscriber has just re- 
ceived his SprinG AssontmMeEN?T of JUVENILE BOOKS. 

His stock now comprises an assortment of over TWO 
THOUSAND different kinds—all selected with great care as 
regards purity of sentiment, and durability of binding. 

articular pains will always be taken to select books suited 
to the various capacities of the children. Societies purchasing 
a library, will have the privilege of returning such books as 
may not suit. Also, aut the InstRucTioN Booxs used in the 
denomination—together with Record books—Class papers— 
Kewards—and every thing appertaining to the complete organ- 
ization of a Sabbath School. ‘ 

(> Constantly on hand, wholesale and retail, at the very 
lowest prices, ALL the UniveRsaxist Books published in the 
denomination, New books received as soon as published, 

April 1845, A. 'TOMPKINS, 

40 tf 38 ConngiLt, Boston. 














THE UNIVERSALIST WATCHMAN | 
AND CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING, CORNER OF 
MAIN AND BARRE STREETS, BY 


ELI BALLOU. 

Terms.—To Mail and Office subscribers, $1.50 per annum, 
payable in advance or within three months, invariably. No 
subscription received for less than one year. except the money 
be paid on subscribing. No paper discontinued untill all ar- 
rearag 2s are paid, except at the discretion of the publisher. 

a All Communications concerning the paper must be ad- 
dressed to the Editor at Montpelier, Vt., and those forwarded 
by Mail must be post pap. Rs 

{> Any person sending us six new subscribers and $9,00 
shall receive seven ‘Those who receive their 








kn ew them to be gold’ at ether times he would say 


of Davies county, who went to that frontier poor, 


stage er by carriers ot OH! expected to pay for Gels Sorts 


